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Define the Gospel
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Week 2, July 29th
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Concerning Completeness

Homework:  Testimony Development
Week 3, Aug 5th
The good news is about GOD

Evangelism in Athens part I – Acts 17:22-29
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Homework:  Explaining Who God Is
Week 4, Aug 12th
The Good News is because of SIN

The Truth Concerning Man

The Use of the Law in Evangelism

What Did Jesus Do? – Video Presentation

The good news is in JESUS CHRIST

The good news is ours by GRACE through FAITH

The good news joins us TOGETHER

The Gospel and the Church

Homework:  Using the Law in Evangelism
Week 5, Aug 19th
Concerning Their Response
Aim in Requesting a Response

Evangelism in Athens part II – Acts 17:30-34
The Goal in Witnessing
Homework:  Work on Gospel Summary

Week One
Course Overview
Purpose:
The purpose of the Tell the Truth (Good News) Evangelism Seminar is to continue the process of equipping believers for evangelism that began at conversion.  This seminar will DEFINE the gospel, SYSTEMIZE the presentation of the gospel, ARM believers with the Word of God for evangelism, and MOTIVATE actual evangelism.

Procedure:
Classes will be part lecture, part discussion, and part participation.  Class members WILL be called on (in a charitable and kind fashion) in class to share memory verses, explain various parts of the gospel, and answer questions.  This course is designed to prepare for actual evangelism opportunities where all of these aspects will be required.

Expectations:
No grades will be issued, but to receive a real benefit from this course, class members must work outside of class.  Memorizing Scripture, practicing the outline, and actually sharing the Gospel ought to go on throughout the term of the course, and well beyond!  Additionally, class members should work to be available for visitor follow-up as necessary.
Bibliography:



Chosen by God, R. C. Sproul.


The Deliberate Church, Mark Dever and Paul Alexander

Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God, J. I. Packer.

Tell the Truth, Will Metzger


Saved Without a Doubt & Hard to Believe, John MacArthur.

Spiritual Disciplines, Donald Whitney
Keys to Survival:
I. Take this course to be a more useful tool for the Lord, not to impress anybody.

II. Find a healthy balance:

· We will never give “the perfect gospel presentation,” so don’t fret if you feel overwhelmed.  God receives all of our worship and ministry with grace.

· Do not presume upon His grace by failing to work hard to be as clear and accurate and thorough as possible.

· 1 Peter 3:15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;
· 2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.
III. Tell people about Christ.

· D. L. Moody – After a man approached him saying that he doesn’t like the way Moody shared the gospel, Moody replied, “Ok.  I agree, I don’t like it much either.  What do you do?”  The man replied, “Well… I don’t.”  Moody then said, “Well, I like mine better than yours!”  (
OUTLINE:  Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God – J. I. Packer

Forward & Introduction:

A. What the Purpose is NOT:
B. What the Purpose is:
I. We need not spend time proving:

A. God is sovereign over _____________________

B. God is sovereign in _____________________

C. ___________ demonstrates that everyone believes in Divine Sovereignty

· On our ___________ we are all agreed!

II. Divine Sovereignty does ______ negate Human Responsibility

A. Defining “antinomy”

· Not the same as ________________

B. Our Response to Biblical Antinomy:

1. We must accept it!  Think of reality in a way that provides for the two principles in peaceful coexistence!
2. As King, God ________________________________

3. As Judge, God _______________________________

C. Guard against two mistakes:
1. Exclusive concern with _________________________

2. Exclusive concern with _________________________

III. Evangelism
A. What is Evangelism?

B. What is the Content of the Gospel? ______ Ingredients!

1. The Truth About _________
2. The Truth About _________ 

3. The Truth About _________

4. The Truth About __________________________

C. What is the Motive for Evangelism?

1. Primary:  _______________________________________

2. Secondary:  _____________________________________

D. By what Method and Means should Evangelism be practiced?

IV. Important Points about God’s Sovereignty and Evangelism
A. God’s Sovereignty does not affect the:

1. ____________________ of evangelism – Rom 10
2. ____________________ of evangelism – II Tim 2:10
3. ____________________ of the invitation or truth of the gospel promises
4. ____________________ of the sinner for his reaction to the gospel

· We are to order our lives by the light of God’s Law, not by our guesses about His plan (Deut 29:29).

B. God’s Sovereignty gives us our only hope for success in evangelism!

· God’s sovereignty creates the possibility – indeed, the certainty – that evangelism will be fruitful – guarantee!  Without this, sinners would never be saved.  Remember they are ______________________.

· In Evangelism we trust in the God who:

(1) _______________ blind eyes

(2) _______________ stony hearts

(3) Grants (by grace) _________________ & _________________

· It is not that man cannot evangelize at all without understanding this teaching; just that he will evangelize better for understanding it rightly!
· See Ephesians 2:1-10
The Gospel framework

A. The good news is about GOD.

B. The good news is because of SIN.

C. The good news is in JESUS CHRIST.

D. The good news is ours by GRACE through FAITH.

E. The good news joins us TOGETHER.

The Gospel outline

A. The good news is about GOD

1. Creator, Gen 1:1
2. Holy, 1 Sam 2:2
3. Righteous Judge, Acts 17:31
4. Lovingly involved in the world, John 3:16
B. The good news is because of SIN

1. All have sinned, Rom 3:23
2. Spiritual death, Rom 6:23a
3. Separation from God, Isa 59:2
4. Worthy of wrath, Eph 2:3, II Thess 1:8-9
5. Our best is like filthy rags, Isa 64:6
C. The good news is in JESUS CHRIST

1. Reconciliation, 2 Cor 5:19
2. God in the flesh, Col 2:9
3. Substitutionary death, Rom 5:8; 1 Peter 2:24
4. Resurrection:  I Cor 15:20
5. Eternal life is in Him, Rom 6:23b
6. Jesus is the only way, John 14:6
D. The good news is ours by GRACE through FAITH

1. Not everybody will be saved, John 3:36
2. Come to Him in repentance and faith, Acts 20:21
3. Salvation is by a free gift, not works, Eph 2:8-9
4. All who call on Him will be saved, Rom 10:13
E. The good news joins us TOGETHER

1. Work of the Holy Spirit, Titus 3:5
2. New Creation, II Cor 5:17
3. Be baptized in His name, Matt 28:18-20
4. Fellowship with other believers, Hebrews 10:24-25
Homework:  Write a definition of the gospel in your own words:

Also ( Memorize the Gospel Framework, and each week memorize one verse from the Gospel Outline!








Week TWO

I. Reviewing the Gospel Definition

A. POP-QUIZ!! (
B. Sharing of DEFINITIONS of the Gospel…
C. Martyn Lloyd Jones tells 5 foundational principles for evangelism:
D. Responsibility of the evangelist
1. All Christians are _______________________!  I Peter 2:9
2. You are equipped by _______________!  Eph 1:3, II Peter 1:3
3. Repent of the “___________     ______     ____________________”
E. The Purpose of Evangelism?
1. Aimed at __________________   _____________!  It is ________________: Obedience!

2. The Lord has ordained this as the way He __________  ____  ___________! II Tim 2:10
3. As Ezekiel was, we are called to ___________  ____  ______________! Ezekiel 3:17-21
II. What the Gospel is NOT
A. _________________  from all your troubles (John 16:33).
B. Accessibility to _______    _______    ______________ (Phil 4:12-13).
C. A _________________    _____________: Give Jesus a try (Luke 9:62).

III. The Gospel’s Approach to People

A. _______________ - Rev 22:17, Matt 11:28
B. _______________ - Rom 6:17, Matt 4:17, Acts 17:30, I Pet 4:17
C. _______________ - Acts 28:23, II Cor 5:10-11,20
IV. Concerning Illustrations

A. Are illustrations good or bad?
· _____________ –
B. What is the purpose of illustrations?

1. Illustrations should _________ a point that has already been made.
2. Illustrations should make it _______________ to understand the message.
C. How and when should illustrations be used?
1. ____________________- too many illustrations only adds confusion.
2. ____________________- It is bad when you have to illustrate your illustrations!  They should be easy to follow and specifically clarify the point.
3. ____  _______________- Don’t illustrate points they’ve already understood.  Illustrate when they are having a hard time “getting it.”
D. Some helpful illustrations

1. _____________________________

3.  _____________________________

2. _____________________________

4.  _____________________________

V. Concerning Completeness

A. What is the complete gospel message?

· ______    _____________    ______________ – Matt 28:18-20
B. How thorough should we be?

C. Two minute drill
VI. Testimony Development (Homework)

A. Testimony Tips:
· Note:  
1. Tips for constructing a healthy testimony: (appendix A.2 - Metzger)

a. _______________ before Christ:  What I was like, my most important value was, religious background, attitude of Christ

b. What God used to begin to ____________ my eyes:  awakened by (people, books, circumstances), what I thought about myself, God was…

c. What I came to ___________________:  aspects of the gospel that changed me, I came to understand that Christ… I saw my need …

d. How Christ has and __________________ to affect my life:  what changed was… my desires now are… I’m now doing… A difficult area of obedience is…

2. The truth of the gospel is not founded upon inward impulse, but instead on the ___________________ truth of God’s Word!  We must point people to God’s Word!

B. Homework:

1. Spend Some Time in Prayer

2. Bible Reading – Read Acts 26:1-32

3. Record observations you learned from Paul’s testimony before Festus:

4. Using what you learned from Paul’s example, write your own Personal Testimony:

Also ( Memorize the Gospel Framework, and each week memorize one verse from the Gospel Outline!

Week THREE

I. The good news is about GOD.
A. Why is this part of the outline?

· It’s __________________: the message is about God

· Reflects the emphasis of ______________________ (God-centered, not man-centered)

· Right view of God is vital for _____________________ (cf. Isa 6; 2 Cor 4:4-6)

B. How does it fit?

· It is the ______________________ place
C. How do I share it?

· Proudly!  We are not ___________________ of our God or His message.  Rom 1:16-17
· __________________ recommended points in the outline
· Basic idea: clarify ______________    ______________     ______________. 

II. Evangelism in Athens – Acts 17:22-29 The Truth about Who God Is!
Introduction:

· The most pervasive approach to the gospel utilized today is _________ - _________________.
· Urging someone to repentance from sin is only reasonable in light of a ___________ who is ____________ and _____________, who judges sin and __________________ it with ultimate intensity.  
· Pleading that someone place their faith in Jesus Christ is only reasonable once Jesus’ uniqueness as both ___________ and ___________ is rightly presented.

· The Gospel can be summed up simply as ________    ____________    _______________.  
· Learning a good gospel summary is important.  It will allow you to see a basic grid or “pattern of words” that serve as _____________   _________ for you to use and spring off of in your conversations with others.  
· This framework should serve as a ____________, not as a _____________ - _____________!

· Having said all this, the gospel framework presented here is God-Centered and therefore starts with telling the truth about ___________.  
· The outline recommends four starting points to remember.
(1) __________________ – Gen 1:1
(2) __________________ – I Sam 2:2
(3) __________________  __________________ – Acts 17:31
(4) __________________  __________________ – John 3:16
Here’s the basic idea: 
· Clarify who ___________ is.  
· The goal is to address any major ___________________ of who God is!
· Must especially be careful about teaching “_____________ - ______________”
· Must also beware of getting people to ________ Jesus in an experiential fashion… portraying man as sovereign when in fact God is!  Often people are manipulated to make a decision.
Let’s take a look at Paul’s Sermon in Acts 17:22-34 Paul at the Aereopagaus (Mars Hill)

· This draws the _______________, and ________________ who we are witnessing about!
· A great example of Paul making the most of an opportunity to preach to __________________
· Whereas Acts ____:___-___ is a great example of Paul’s preaching to synagogue congregation

· Background Information: v16-21
Arrival:

· Paul arrives in Athens, and is _______________ by seeing a city full of idols!
· Paul was waiting for his companions… never on “__________________” from the gospel!

Audience: (2 groups mentioned in particular)
(1) _____________________: 
· ___________________________
· All that matters is the __________ and ___________
· Chief goal:  _______________________ –
(2) _____________________:
· ___________________________
· World goes through cycles of ________________ and __________________
· Chief goal: state of ______________________ – 
· Both _______________________
Setting:
· Athenians used their time hearing “______  ____________” and asked Paul to share with them.
· They _______________ Paul to the Aeropagus to discuss what he was ___________________.
Main Point:  Know and Be Ready to Explain who God is!
· I Peter 3:15 “but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that it is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.”

A. Paul speaks in terms that the Athenians would understand
1. V22 “very __________________ in all respects” – also could mean “superstitious”
2. V23 “alter w/ this inscription, ‘to an __________________ god.’
3. v28 reference to their “own __________________”

4. Uses terms very _______________ to the pagans… (sometimes have to reclaim words)
· Test:  Be able to communicate the gospel to _________________!
B. Removal of False Ideas about God, replacing it w/ Truth!
1. v24,26   Explains God is the _________________________
2. v25
  Explains God’s _________________________
3. v26
  Explains God’s _________________________
4. v27
  Explains God’s _________________________
5. v28   Explains God’s _________________________
6. v29
  Explains God’s _________________________
7. v30
  Explains God’s _________________________
III.  Man-Centered vs God-Centered Chart
	Me-Centered
	God-Centered

	View of God
	View of God

	Point of contact with non-Christians is love (God loves you).  God’s authority/ownership is blunted.
	Point of contact with non-Christians is creation (God made you).  God has ownership rights over your daily life and destiny.

	Love is God’s chief attribute.
	Justice and love are equally important attributes of a holy God.

	God is important before the sinner’s will.
	God is able to empower the sinner’s will.

	The person’s of the Trinity have different goals when planning and accomplishing salvation than when applying it.
	The persons of the Trinity work in harmony—salvation is designed, accomplished, and applied to the same people.

	Conclusion:  God is a friend who will help you.
	Conclusion: God is a king who will save you.

	View of Humanity
	View of Humanity

	Fallen yet has the ability (or potential) to choose the good and God.
	Fallen and unable to come to God by own willpower.

	Seeks truth but lacks correct facts.
	Mind at enmity with God; none seek God.

	Needs love, help, friendship, and a new life.
	Needs new nature (mind, heart, will), regeneration.

	Makes mistakes, is imperfect, needs forgiveness for specific sins.
	Rebels against God, has a sinful nature, needs reconciliation.

	Needs salvation from the consequences of sin—unhappiness, hell.
	Needs salvation from guilt and the enslaving power of sin, hell.

	Conclusion: Humanity is sick and ignorant.
	Conclusion: Humanity is spiritually dead and lost.

	View of Christ
	View of Christ

	Savior from failures, sins and hell.
	Savior from sins, sinful nature, and hell.

	He exists for our benefit.
	He exists to gather a kingdom and receive honor and glory.

	His death was more important than his righteous, law-fulfilling life.
	His death and His life of fulfilling our obligation to God are equally important.

	Emphasizes his priestly role—Savior.
	Emphasizes His priestly, kingly, and prophetic roles.

	Conclusion: An attitude of submission to Christ’s Lordship is optional for salvation.
	Conclusion: An attitude of submission to Christ’s Lordship is necessary for salvation.

	View of Response to Christ
	View of Response to Christ

	Invitation waiting to be accepted now.
	Loving command to be obeyed now.

	Our choice is the basis for salvation.  God responds to our decision.
	God’s choice is the basis for salvation.  We respond to God’s initiative.

	We give mental assent to truths of gospel—decision.
	We respond with our whole person (mind, heart, will)—conversion.

	Appeal is made to the desires of the sinner.
	Truths are driven home into the conscience of the sinner.

	Saved by faith alone—repentance omitted for it is thought of as works.
	Saved by faith alone—saving faith always accompanied by repentance.

	Assurance of Salvation comes from a counselor using the promises of God and pronouncing the new believer saved.
	Assurance of Salvation comes from the H.S. applying biblical promises to the conscious and affecting a changed life.

	Conclusion: Sinners have the key in their hands.
	Conclusion:  God has the key in His hand.


IV. Homework:  Explaining Who God Is…

· Prepare yourself to answer the question:  Who is God?  What is He like?
Week FOUR
*Homework Check:  Description of God – share in class! Show “That’s My King” Video!

I. The good news is because of sin

A. Why is this part of the outline?
B. How does it fit?

C. How do I share it?

II. The Truth Concerning Man

· Three Myths about Man…

III. The Use of the Law in Evangelism 
· It is a ___________ to bring us to Christ– Gal 3:24
· Video Presentation – WDJD (4 questions)
· W
· D
· J
· D
IV. The good news is in JESUS CHRIST

A. Why is this part of the outline?

B. How does it fit?

C. How do I share it?

V. The good news is ours by GRACE through FAITH

A. Why is this part of the outline?

B. How does it fit?

C. How do I share it?

VI. The good news joins us TOGETHER

A. Why is this part of the outline?

B. How does it fit?

C. How do I share it?

VII. The Gospel and the Church 

A. __________________________________________

B. ____________ and _______________ are right on the heals of the gospel (Acts 2:38; 2:44-47)

Homework:  Memorize the 10 Commandments and Become Comfortable Using the Law
Week FIVE
I. Concerning their Response

A. What responses can I expect if I do it right?

B. How should I respond to their responses?

C. How important is their response?

D. In what sense should we seek a response?

II. Aim in Requesting a Response:

A.                       is to lead, with emotions and will conforming…
B. While we must beware of false appeals to the will (getting people to walk an aisle, say a prayer, etc), a true evangelist does “                       the corner”
III. The Call for Response in Paul’s Sermon in Athens…

IV. The Goal in Witnessing Affects the Methods:

	Me-Centered Goals
	God-Centered Goals

	Decisions, mental assent, immediate responses by repeating a prayer.
	Disciples, conversion of the whole person, conscience moves them to call on God for mercy in their own words.

	Get them to agree mentally with certain facts or laws.
	Responsibly teach the gospel clearly, forcefully, patiently.

	Show as many advantages as possible
	Balance the benefits of the gospel with the sacrificial demands of the gospel.

	Get them to pray a standardized prayer with you.
	Allow time for prayer in their own words—alone, or as you listen.

	Trigger their residual powers for freely choosing God.
	Face them with impossibility of saving themselves or exercising faith on their own.

	Use an outward physical sign to confirm spiritual reality—signing a card, raising a hand, going forward, repeating a prayer.
	Emphasize baptism, partaking of the Lord’s Supper to proclaim his death, changing sinful ways of life.

	Challenge their will with adventure, entire their emotions with excitement.
	Present truth to the mind, call on the will to obey, expect heartfelt emotions to follow.

	Give immediate assurance—don’t allow them to doubt their own sincerity.
	Let the H.S. give assurance via subjective inner witness and objective biblical evidence of changed life.


V. Homework:  Importance of Calling for Response & The Gospel Outline

1. Spend Some Time in Prayer

2. Bible Reading – Read Acts 2:14-47, 3:11-26

3. Record observations you learned from Peter’s sermons.  Specifically look at how Peter “turned the corner” in calling people to respond to the gospel.  What do you see?  How does his appeal that people come to Christ compare with your typical request that someone become a Christian?

4. Listen to Sermon on Luke 14 Count the Cost… Notice Jesus’ call for response!
The God who made you sent His Son as good news for you!

The good news is about GOD.


God is holy beyond anything else that could ever be called holy (1 Sam 2:2), and He is a righteous judge before Whom all people everywhere will one day be judged (Acts 17:31), including you and me.  God is not far off, nor is He uninterested in your life, but is lovingly involved in the world (John 3:16).

The good news is because of SIN.


Unlike God, people are not holy by our nature, but all have sinned (Rom 3:23).  Because of our sin, people are spiritually dead, even while they live (Rom 6:23), and are worthy of the wrath of God (Eph 2:3).  Our sin has separated all people from God (Isa 59:2), and we are without hope on our own.  Many try to overcome this problem by living a good life, or being moral or religious.  These efforts fail, however, because even the best we could ever offer God is like filthy rags to Him (Isa 64:6).

The good news is in JESUS CHRIST.


While all of our efforts fail, God does not fail.  In Jesus Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting our sins against us (2 Cor 5:19)!  God did not have to rescue us from our sin, but He demonstrated His love for us by the death of Jesus Christ in our place (Rom 5:8).  Jesus, who died for sins, was God in the flesh (Col 2:9), and now that He has been raised from the dead, He offers Himself as the free gift of eternal life to all who desire Him (Rom 6:23)!

The good news is ours by GRACE through FAITH.


Not everyone will be saved by Jesus Christ, but only those who come to Him (John 6:37).  Those who believe have eternal life, but those who do not believe remain under the wrath of God because of their sins (John 3:36).  We come to Christ through repentance by turning to God from our sin, and faith by trusting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior (Acts 20:21).  Now, we beg you on behalf of the Lord to call on Christ in this way and be saved (2 Cor 5:20), “For all who will call on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Rom 10:13).

The good news joins us TOGETHER.


Once you call out to the Lord for forgiveness and salvation, He intends for you to claim Him publicly as your Lord (Matt 10:32-33) by being baptized and joining a local church (Matt 28:18-20).  We invite you to come do this at our church any time.
Jesus Christ is here now, and if you ask Him to save you, believing in your heart and trusting Him without condition, He will save you!

[image: image1.png]












New Creation


II Corinthians 5:17





Be Baptized in His Name


Matt 28:18-20





Don’t Forsake Fellowship 


Hebrews 10:24-25





The Work of the HOLY SPIRIT


Titus 3:5





This is the crux of this gospel outline and should be committed to memory immediately!





























Saved by Grace


Through Faith


Ephesians 2:8-9





All who call on the Lord


 will be saved


Rom 10:13











Not Everyone 


Will be Saved


John 3:36








Repentance and Faith


Acts 20:21








God in the Flesh 	      Colossians 2:9


Substitution       I Pet 2:24, Rom 5:8


Resurrection	           I Cor 15:20


Eternal Life is in Him       Rom 6:23








MAN





1.  All have Sinned	Rom 3:23


      Greatest Command	Matt 22:37





2.  Spiritually Dead	Rom 6:23





3.  Separated from God	Isaiah 59:2





4.  Judgment	2 Thes 1:8-9


        Worthy of Wrath	Eph 2:3





5.  Best like Filthy Rags	Isa 64:6





GOD





1.  Creator	Genesis 1:1


�


2.  	Holy	I Samuel 2:2


�


Righteous Judge	Acts 17:31 


�


4.  	Loving	John 3:16





JESUS is the only way!





John 14:6





Reconciliation


II Corinthians 5:19
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